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Abstract. The Christian community's ecumenical
movement was founded upon a desire for unity and
cooperation among differing churches. It aims to
create a diverse and yet unified church, grounded in
the early churches' apostolic sense. The movement
emerged in response to the pluralistic issues of modern
society, with hopes of promoting unity amid diversity.
The term "ecumenism" was originated after an
International Missionary Conference in 1910, gaining
further popularity following the Second Vatican
Council. Organizations such as the World Council of
Churches (WCC) offer means for ecumenical
engagement such that various Protestant, Orthodox,
Anglican, and others may fulfill their stance under
these principles. Overcoming numerous challenges
over time, the ecumenical movement continues to
evolve today through new strategies, partnerships, and
educational resources meant to support its mission of
promoting cooperation and fostering interfaith
dialogue while also sowing seeds for social justice and
addressing human rights issues. In 1948, with World
War Il having a profound impact on society at large,
renewed interest arose prompting new efforts and
initiatives for peace and justice. The establishment of
WCC that same year achieved a significant milestone
by providing a means through which different
Christian traditions might work towards unity-
improving collaboration through years thereafter.
Recent decades have seen challenges such as
secularism or religious diversity, but with remarkable
progress too via embracing opportunities available.
Such opportunities made possible via numerous focal
points have strongly supported ecumenical projects
through dialogic ties with interfaith groups-and while
recognizing core values around promoting peace and
reconciliation within nations worldwide in order
instilling hope while addressing global injustices of all
kinds regardless if religious or political altogether
worldwide. In summary, it is indeed ever hopeful than
before that the ecumenical movement remains
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undiminished to continue advancing what has already
been accomplished-to allow for continued growth
amidst shifting political landscapes, such as
nationalistic sentiments or populism styles globally
speaking-pursuing tirelessly its objectives of unity
within diversity no matter what comes next; being
strengthened too by new allies and partnerships,
constantly improving educational approaches to meet
the evolving challenges of this digital age.
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1. Introduction

Christianity as a faith is comprised of several different
traditions including Roman Catholicism, Eastern
Orthodoxy and various Protestant groups - each of
which aims for unity through its involvement in
ecumenism. By balancing diversity with unified
cooperation within these distinct congregation’s
ecumenism  confronts contemporary  pluralistic
realities. Despite its early roots stemming from Greek
words related to "the entire inhabited world" and
"household,” during a pivotal moment at the
International  Missionary  Conference held at
Edinburgh in 1910 it gained traction indicative of
missionary works' demand for unifying forces. Later
on (following Vatican II) Roman Catholics also
adopted this term with wider implications which
included church wide renewal able to better serve
societal needs while providing space for “separated
churches". Through organizations such as World
Council of Churches (WCC) which was founded back
in 1948 and boasts more than five hundred million
Christians worldwide among its more than 350
member churches belonging to varied Christian
denominations - including both Anglican & Orthodox
denominations alongside Protestant ones alike. The
significance of ecumenism cannot be overemphasized
in Christianity's modern context; however, bringing
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together diverse establishments is not without

controversy or difficulties.

The primary difficulty arises when certain
conservative religious fac-ions view ecumenism as
detrimental towards their traditional belief structures.
Another grey area that needs addressing involves
balancing varying perspectives against unifying action
in search of collective goals within different Christian
traditions. Despite such obstacles’ presence or severity
at any given period, ecumenism’s potential for
unifying Christians through fostering co-operation and
understanding remains intact. Moreover, the
movement has successfully facilitated a vast sense of
community and shared purpose among Christians
worldwide through church networking events.
Studying this historical evolution enables us to gain
essential insights into contemporary challenges while
discerning opportunities that could lead to achieving
collective goals; from an effective ecumenism
approach.

1.1 Origins of the Ecumenical Movement

In light of significant changes during the early years of
the 20th century including modernity’s rise to
dominance, scientific discoveries as well as World
War | aftermaths have not only impacted different
sectors worldwide but also religion significantly-
particularly Christianity fragmented easily into diverse
views across denominations further leading to a sense
of disillusionment among followers around conflicts
within themselves they noticed first hand. To address
these concerns effectively, the ecumenical movement
came up- aiming specifically at greater unity,
cooperation along with constructive dialogue between
various religious traditions/churches A primary factor
contributing to this trend was an increased awareness
amongst leaders informed by an acknowledgment that
existing divisions greatly limited them from working
together especially when operating beyond their
traditional functional realms. As per Papini (2019),
World War | had a significant impact on fostering
ecumenism. The war fundamentally transformed pre-
existing assumptions/values leading many people to
feel disheartened or despairing about their future. In
response, Christians began championing notions of
unity and love that Christ exhorted his followers to
embody. Notably, John R Mott played a pivotal role
during the movement's early years as part of student
Christian organizations in late 19th/early 20th
centuries (Woods,1965). Through increased focus on
cooperation and dialogue between distinct Christian
groups he facilitated several conferences such as 1910
Edinburgh conference where representatives from
diverse denominations discussed mission work and
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evangelism - an epochal moment in ecumenical
history.

Another critical event during early ecumenical
advances was the establishment of Faith and Order
movement (Plaatjies van Huffel,2017) aiming towards
greater theological/doctrinal collaboration among
various  Christian  denominations  convening
accomplished church leaders/theologians across
various traditions for discussions on several areas like
nature of Church/sacraments etc., promoting shared
understanding  driving better cooperation laid
groundwork shaping later ecumenical activities like
World Council of Churches. Nevertheless, various
controversies arose over differences in theological
perspectives/traditional contributions to broader
Christianity needing closer examination than was
previously available alternative ways ideally suited
managing tensions explored in due course of time by
future developments in ecumenicism history. With
over a century-long history under its belt spanning
multiple contributors from varied organizations and
personalities alike powerfully depict what constitutes
the ecumenical movement. The birthmark of this noble
course is assigned to the World Missionary conference
held at Edinburgh back in 1910 which offered much
direction to this initiative’s growth trajectory.
Subsequently various other conferences sprang forth
with Archbishop Nathan Séderblom leading on topics
including faith & order along with life & work
(Whiteman,2003). The Roman Catholic church choose
distinguished non-participation during these early
days with Eastern orthodox participants only
representing via exiles residing beyond Western lands
with Nazi Germany limiting participation for
Germans. However following WW 1l cueing more
cooperation than ever noted before, Amsterdam was
chosen as ground zero for founding the World Council
of Churches in 1948 that became a powerhouse
attracting Protestant, Orthodoxy, Anglicanism & even
other church branches totaling 300 (Bassham, 2002).
Among its mission objectives existed promoting
Christian fellowship via dialogue across theological
differences whilst addressing social justice issues and
peace matters. This formation was symbolic of unity
efforts in Christianity’s circle thereby noting an
influential milestone.

1.2 Impact of World War 11

World War 11 brought considerable transformations to
the ecumenical movement beyond the establishment
of the World Council of Churches. It aroused an
unflagging interest in exploring Christianity's role
relating to social as well as political issues amidst all
its respondents and crises during those times. To
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overcome challenges from this conflict period a new
collaborative change came forth between various
religious communities committed to peace-building
measures for promotion of fairness as well as
restoration both intra-and inter-religiously for
reconciliation post-war phase. In spite of challenges
facing them such controversies surfaced regarding
religion-state relations that encompassed within them
divisive power struggles around issues like pacifism or
utilization patterns underlining faith practices which
bothered Christian faithful. Therefore, Christian
religious leaders across continents making fellowship
have been trying relentlessly promoting equality
helped especially in bridging gaps between
communities through interfaith communication by
virtue their faith guided actions which has taken form
through various initiatives undertaken worldwide
post-war.

1.3 Formation of the World Council of Churches

Establishing WCC back in 1948 marked a significant
milestone moment during an era where church
relations felt extremely fragmented. Its main goal was
promoting unity among believers into one voice
working towards greater good while aiding social
justice issues affecting marginalized groups
worldwide at that time. It was first mentioned during
the 1937 Oxford Conference on Church, Community,
and State sparking a robust conversation among fellow
delegates representing various Christian
denominations seeking ways to include church society
members in secular conversations (Lodberg, 1999).

Beside its origin story, WCC fully took shape after the
Amsterdam Conference on Church and World Order
in 1948 aimed at exploring mission work, evangelism,
social justice issues while promoting theological
education.  Its  attendees included  diverse
representatives from different Christian traditions who
sought peace and reconciliation after WWII while still
advocating for better cultural understanding (Kobia,
2010). Despite facing numerous challenges over the
years regarding social injustice and diversity issues
within its member groups causing differences in
beliefs known Schisms that occur within most
denominations worldwide today. The Council remains
devoted to upholding its vision of promoting unity
among its members groups despite any differences
through spearheading various initiatives geared
towards achieving this goal (George Chanakra, 2017).
Several global events have played a vital role in World
Council of Churches’ development throughout
history. Events have been held throughout history
aiming to promote unity amongst several Christian
traditions by embracing modernization.
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One example is the Second Vatican Council held
between 1962-65 (O Malley, 2010), seeking
cooperation as well as an opportunity for reform
within the Catholic Church. Another significant event
is represented by the Lausanne Congress on World
Evangelization which brought together representatives
from various Christian denominations in order to
address evangelism- related questions in1974.
Additionally  International ~ Ecumenical  Peace
Convocation was held in 2011 focused explicitly
peace-building amongst different divisions of
Christianity while addressing issues such as war
violence conflict resolution that could otherwise
threaten this aim (Simeon & Ayanga ,2022). Since
poverty inequality is widely known challenges too
often associated with aggression towards others -The
WCC launched a Decade to Overcome Violence
campaign back in 2001 formulated specifically along
nonviolent principles with a focus on issues such as
inequality social justice and other structural concerns.
Finally, Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of
Justification with Catholic Church and Lutheran
World Federation- signed in 1999, marked another
significant step towards mutual understanding
cooperation between various Christian beliefs
(Jensen,2003).

1.4 Ecumenical Movement in the late 20t
Century

As secularism proliferated in society during the late
20" century whilst religious influence declined. The
ecumenical movement encountered  significant
difficulties (Wilson, 2016). The changing times made
it tougher to remain relevant and dominant.
Nevertheless. From this challenge arose an
opportunity for the ecumenical movement to target
new audiences and think outside of conventional
methods. Ecumenical organizations acknowledged
that engaging with people who had a minimal or
nonexistent relationship with religion was vital.
Consequently. Creative outreach programs such as
community service projects, interfaith dialogues and
social media campaigns were developed (Fitzgerald,
2004).

1.5 Ecumenical Movement in the late 215 Century

The quest for greater unity, dialogue across different

Christian  traditions  characterizes  present-day
ecumenism. Nonetheless modern society's
everchanging  social-political-cultural  landscape

leaves complex new issues on its plate. This piece aims
at expounding on these matters.
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The recent surge in diversity concerning religious-
culture traditions constitutes one significant challenge
facing this movement: "We cannot preach unity
without understanding our differences first,"
Sukupapa posited (2018). Consequently, more
innovative means have arisen& most notably fostering
interfaith dialogue through which we can appreciate
others’ perspectives better (Waweru'l8).

World politics' recent attitude of nationalism&
populism forms another hurdle for ecumenical
harmony therefore more division& polarization
(Fitzgerald,04). Yet this challenge also presents
opportunities to advance peace, justice and
reconciliation amid such hostility. This has led to a
quest for international networks- partnerships whose
influence can raise awareness consequently increased
understanding about global issues.

As such the growing diverse cultures-religions &
changing politics pose challenges. Nevertheless, we
should always remain optimistic by discovering
second chances through opportunities for growth. The
21st century has witnessed a revolution in
technological innovation which has opened up an easy
avenue for various organizations and movements
globally across differing borders to collaborate
efficiently  while sharing  cross-resourcefulness
alongside being able experts form unified working
partnerships amidst such commonalities which will
help advance greater global unity based on
cooperation within ecumenical groups. Beyond
fostering greater harmony among differing Christian
traditions promoting peace as well as growth globally
-- changes in political ideology continue giving rise is
present new challenges never faced before --
nevertheless seeking redress can only come via a
coalition fashioned positively around constructive
dialogue aimed at constructive change. By focusing on
pressing issues today around social justice and human
rights, ecumenical movements must reassess their
understandings and relationships with these issues. By
raising awareness through advocacy while fighting for
global balance against injustices using ethical
standards, they continue to uphold the ethos of peace,
harmony as well as cooperation amongst themselves.

By exploring these religious and spiritual values
relating to social justice, reconciliation& peaceful
coexistence while including a faith-based perspective
it allows ecumenical groups to engage in new ways of
effective discourse in this era of societal change. The
changes faced today ranging from the diversity of
religious traditions to changes in political landscapes
pose considerable challenges that ecumenical
movements must tackle head-on -- however, the
opportunity exists for them to impact contemporary
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discourses around peace building by promoting love &
care whilst embracing diversity across denominations
[while collaborating with other religious groups].

2. Ecumenism in Nigeria

The history of ecumenism within Nigeria is a
captivating story that dates back to the inception of
Christianity in the country. It all started when Thomas
Birch Freeman, a Methodist missionary and fellow
Anglican missionary Henry Townsend worshipped
together on Christmas day at the Methodist Church in
Badagry in 1842.This began a journey of bringing
multifarious Christian denominations together within
Nigeria. Anglican Bishop Samuel Ajayi Crowther
made tremendous contributions playing his role
promoting ecumenism when he gifted a Roman
Catholic church a parcel of land gifted to him by
Onitsha Obi in 1885, an act showcasing Christianity
unity across different church groups within Nigeria.

The African Independent churches developed due to
ecumenical partnerships between various Christian
denominations with the Cherubim and Seraphim
Church being established first in Lagos by 1925, later
followed by Christ Apostolic Church which
contributed significantly towards ecumenical growth.
Immanuel College's existence is another product from
seamless partnerships among diverse yet critical
Christian denominations such as Anglicans and
Methodists that founded it for study purposes on
September 29th, in 1958 at Ibadan Oyo State.

The  university's  establishment  demonstrated
exceptional unity amidst Christians, enhancing
cooperation amongst them. Precedent for cooperative
inter-church activities has been set through fifteen
churches consisting of the Christian Council of
Nigeria (CCN), which includes crucial members such
as Church of Nigeria (Anglican Communion),
Methodist Church  Nigeria, Nigeria  Baptist
Convention and Presbyterian Church of Nigerian
amongst others leading towards unity amongst
different individuals within Christianity. Nigeria
acknowledges Pentecostal Fellowship of Nigeria
(PFN) and Bible Society (Nigeria)(BSN)as its two
primary organisations with Ecumenical missions. The
PFN influences Pentecostal Churches nationwide
since its establishment back in1991. Prominent
organizations in Nigeria have been crucial in
encouraging ecumenism and promoting unity and
collaboration between various Christian
denominations.
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3. Conclusion

To summarize, the role of the ecumenical movement
holds significance for creating unity amongst different
Christian traditions through dialogue. Despite changes
arising due to factors such as politics or culture within
this century's landscape creating new opportunities or
challenges for development, it has continued to adapt
by utilizing newer strategies. This movement can be
instrumental by engaging in interfaith
dialogues/collaborations which help promote a faith-
based perspective for human rights issues/distributive
justice while also working towards more substantial
networking & partnerships aiding worldwide crises
resolution. Through its contributions to these causes
above all headwinds amidst growing conflicts/divides
arising everywhere reconciling peace, justice or
increasing understanding is possible based on its
insights & active role-play beyond doctrine/dogma. As
current/worldwide political-social scenarios undergo
unprecedented changes staying informed/learning
more about ecumenism remains critical for its
effectiveness on critical global socio-political
concerns at present.

4. Recommendations

In view of ecumenical movements throughout history,
this present article formulates ten guidelines providing
recommendations for today's world-religion:

- Acknowledge dialogue is paramount
between various Christian indications along
with other faiths or non-religious groups

- Promote respectfulness concurrently
fostering mutual understanding; recognizing
diversity in both culture(s), tradition(s), and
experiences within the Church or general
society

- Push forward as an entity seeking constant
addressing of issues from prospective views
premised upon vital aspects including;
environment sustainability, social justice,
and human rights

- Develop curricula to educate society at large
and raise awareness about underlying factors
causing social, environmental issues and
ways to solve this plaguing phenomenon

- Actively advocate for policy changes capable
of tackling societal systemic problems;
combats against poverty, human rights abuse,
equality etc.

- Embrace technological advancement whilst
ensuring the viability of social media
platforms to address contemporary issues.
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- Nurture by encouraging participation from
women, youth and other
underrepresented/marginalized groups,
stimulating their leadership potentials within
the church. 8.Encourage cohesion barriers
between local churches, national ecumenical

organizations,  regional and  global
ecumenical as well
- Emphasize accountability schemes in a

culture that breeds transparency by
subjecting leaders/institutions to actions
committed or decisions reached

- Enable heartfelt humility by fostering open
communication within  diverse cultural
backgrounds while celebrating tradition(s);
encouraging honest communication when
confronted with contentious differences.
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